CHAPTER VI

THE FARM

THE best way of raising crops differs from district to
district, almost from field to field, but there are certain
things as necessary for fanning everywhere as bats and
balls are for a game of cricket, and anyone trying to grow
crops without them has no right to be called a farmer.
Some of these things are :

1.    Capital.

2.    Land.

3.    Water.

4.    Manure.

5.    Good seed.

6.    Strong cattle.

7.    Proper implements.

8.    Common sense and hard work.

9.    Attention to crop disease and pests.

1.    Capital.   This is so important that it gets a separate
chapter (see p. 233).

2.    Land.   The first requirement of land is that it be in
a compact block.   It is impossible to farm properly small
fields scattered all over the area of the village, and yet this
is what most Punjabi villagers outside the Canal Colonies
are trying to do.

Consolidation of holdings is* therefore the first necessity
of good fanning. The Co-operative Department1 (and in
certain districts the Revenue Department) deals with this
business in the Punjab and when a village is ready sends

1 See pp. 168, 174.
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